
faculty scholarship

Professor Upendra Acharya
Professor Acharya’s article Constitutionalism and 
Democracy in Nepal: What Went Wrong? has 
been published in the book Constitutionalism and 
demoCratiC transitions: lessons from south afriCa 
(Veronica Federico & Carlo Fusaro, eds., 2006 
Firenze University Press).

In December, Professor Acharya traveled to 
Chongquing, China to attend an international 
conference on WTO Dislocations and Solutions, 
where he presented his paper, “The U.S., China and 
Nepal: Challenges to WTO Obligations on Trade 
and Agriculture.” The conference was attended 
by international trade law experts from Europe, 
the United States, Canada, Japan, and China, and 
included members of the WTO’s dispute settlement 
panel. In addition to delivering his paper, Professor 
Acharya served as a commentator to one of the 
sections of the conference. The conference was 
held in observance of the Chinese commitment to 
the WTO, and its impact on international trade law 
since it became a member in 2001.

Professor Acharya made a presentation on the 
topic of “Trade, Environment, and Development: 
A Triadic Dream of International Law” in a 
symposium, “Free Trade or Fair Trade,” organized 
by the University of Idaho School of Law, the 
University of Alberta Law School, and the CUNY-
Queens College of Law. The symposium was held 
March 1 to 3, 2007, with participants from the 
United States, Canada, Brazil, and Germany.

Professor Megan Ballard
Professor Ballard has been appointed to a two-
year term as a book editor for the ABA Real 
Property Books and Media Publication Committee.

Professor Cheryl Beckett
Professor Beckett’s article on contraceptive 
equity was presented at the Annual Colloquium 
on Current Scholarship in Labor and Employment 
Law at Marquette University School of Law on 
October 27 and 28, 2006. Her paper was titled “A 

Factor by any Other Name: Using the Bennett 
Amendment as a Defense in Contraceptive Equity 
Claims Under Title VII.”

Professor George Critchlow
On September 30, 2006, Professor Critchlow 
participated in a panel presentation on 
The Future of Clinical Legal Education at 
the Northwest Clinical Law Conference in 
Leavenworth, Washington. On October 10, 
Professor Critchlow was interviewed by KSPS-TV 
in Spokane on the topic of placing restrictions 
on judicial election campaigning. On October 
24 and 25, he taught at an intensive trial skills 
training program for new public defenders 
working in the Montana Office of the Public 
Defender. On October 30, Professor Critchlow 
presented a lecture on Lessons of the Holocaust 
at the Human Rights Education Institute in Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho.

Professor Lynn Daggett
Professor Daggett gave an invited presentation 
to the faculty at Capital Law School in Columbus, 
Ohio on September 22, 2006. The presentation 
was titled Design and Evaluation of Effective 
Objective Exam Questions. Professor Daggett 
also had an article, Doing the Right Thing: 
Disability Discrimination and Readmission of 
Academically Dismissed Law Students, printed 
as the lead article in the peer-reviewed Journal of 
College and university law, 505-77. This journal is 
published by the National Association of College 
and University Attorneys, and Notre Dame Law 
School. Professor Daggett’s article No Children 
in Private Schools Left Behind: State Anti-
Discrimination Laws and Compulsory Education, 
appeared in an issue of the Children’s rights legal 
Journal, a multi-disciplinary journal published 
quarterly in conjunction with the ABA Center on 
Children and the Law, the National Association 
of Counsel for Children, and Loyola University 
(Chicago) School of Law.

Professor David DeWolf
Professor DeWolf published an op-ed piece, 
titled Electing Judges Keeps them Accountable, 
in the seattle Post-intelligenCer, November 3, 
2006. The third edition of Washington Tort Law 
and Practice was published in fall 2006. A new 
publication, Washington Elements of an Action 
(Thomson*West) was released in fall 2006.

Professor Helen Donigan
Professor Donigan spoke on the accomplishments 
of the Washington State Gender and Justice 
Commission at an Oxford Roundtable on 
Leadership at Exeter College, Oxford, England, 
during the week of August 7-11, 2006. On 
September 26, 2006, Professor Donigan was 
a member of the faculty for the forty-ninth 
Washington Judicial Conference. Her presentation 
at this event on interstate custody was part of the 
session on Interstate and International Custody: 
The Hague Convention and Domestic Violence. 
Professor Donigan authored the supplement for 
a chapter on Divisible Divorce, and wrote a new 
chapter on Interstate Custody for the Washington 
State Bar Association Family Law Deskbook (2nd 
Edition, 2006 Supplement).

Professor Sheri Engelken
Professor Engelken’s article, Majoritarian 
Democracy in a Federalist System: The Late Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and the First Amendment, was 
published, in the harvard Journal of law & PubliC 
PoliCy, volume 30, #2 (March 2007).

Professor Gail Hammer
Professor Hammer published the fall 2006 edition 
of The Law Teacher, the publication of our law 
school’s Institute for Law School Teaching. In 
October Professor Hammer was interviewed 
for the radio program “Local Heroes” about her 
work in the clinic and the community to eradicate 
interpersonal violence. The interview aired on 
the Spokane radio station KYRS.

Professor Gerry Hess
An article by Professor Hess called Improving 
Teaching and Learning in Law School: Faculty 
Development Research, Principles, and 
Programs, was published in 12 widener law rev. 
443-471 (2006). 

On October 12 and 13, Professor Hess conducted 
a workshop for the faculty at the Cleveland-
Marshall College of Law on “Using Active 
Learning to Engage Students.” Co-presenting 
with Gerry was Sophie Sparrow of Franklin 
Pierce Law Center. On February 1 and 2, 2007, 
Professor Hess conducted a workshop for the 
faculty at the University of Wisconsin Law School 
on “Active Learning.” Again co-presenting with 
Gerry was Sophie Sparrow of Franklin Pierce 
Law Center.

Professor Brooks Holland
Professor Holland’s article, The Road ‘Round 
Edmond: Steering through Primary Purposes 
and Crime Control Agendas, was published in 
111 Penn state law review. His article, Criminal 
Cases—Important Refinements appeared 
in the national law Journal, August 2, 2006. 
Professor Holland helped to organize and 
participated in a panel discussion on police 
accountability sponsored by the ACLU that 
took place in Gonzaga’s Barbieri Courtroom on 
December 6, 2006. This was a three-part series 
with events held in January and February. 
Participants included Spokane Police Chief 
Anne Kirkpatrick, and Spokane City Council 
member Mary Verner.

In September and November Professor 
Holland gave ethics presentations on the 
2006 Amendments to the Washington Rules of 
Professional Conduct at CLEs sponsored by the 
Washington State Office of Public Defense. On 
December 13, Professor Holland delivered an 
ethics lecture and sat on an ethics panel for the 
Washington State Trial Lawyer’s Association as 
part of a CLE conference at the Red Lion hotel 
in Spokane. The WSTLA also included a paper 
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by Professor Holland on the subject of his talk 
in a volume of materials that will be provided to 
conference attendees.

Associate Dean Amy Kelley
Assoc. Dean Kelley accepted the position of 
Editor-in-Chief of the Matthew Bender-Lexis/
Nexis Waters and Water Rights treatise. The 
treatise includes six substantive volumes and a 
seventh volume of indexes and tables. There are 
sixteen primary authors and approximately four 
dozen state law and/or river basin survey authors 
that work on the project. Assoc. Dean Kelley 
published an article in the November 3 edition of 
the roCky mountain mineral law foundation water 
law newsletter, on the U.S. Supreme Court case 
Rapanos v. United States, 126 S.Ct. 2208 (2006).

Dean Earl Martin
Dean Martin participated in a panel discussion 
regarding leadership, in Spokane on July 14. The 
panel was organized by the Washington State 
Bar Association’s Leadership Institute. On July 
21, Dean Martin presented Servicemembers’ 
Civil Relief Act at a CLE program devoted to 
veterans’ rights. The program was organized by 
Thomas Jarred and Matt Crotty, two of the law 
school’s current Thomas More scholars. The CLE 
was attended by more than seventy attorneys. 
On September 29, in Seattle, Washington, Dean 
Martin presented a CLE program for the Senior 
Lawyers Group of the WSBA. The topic of Dean 
Martin’s presentation was The Past, Present, 
and Future of Legal Education. Dean Martin 
also participated on a panel titled Promoting 
Women and Diversity in the Workplace: Are 
Legal Employers Meeting the Challenge? at the 
Washington Women Lawyers’ Annual Leadership 
Symposium held on November 17 in Seattle.

Dean Martin’s article Anti-Standing Army 
Tradition and the Separate Community Doctrine, 
has appeared in volume 76 of the mississiPPi law 
Journal.

faculty scholarship

Professor Jim McCurdy
Professor McCurdy’s casebook sPorts law: Cases 
and materials (LexisNexis) recently appeared 
in its sixth edition, and a teachers’ manual 
was submitted in February 2007. The casebook 
introduces concepts grounded in “sports 
economics,” a field that joins with law to govern 
the workings of professional sports leagues, 
including attempts to assure competitive balance 
in on-the-field endeavors.

Professor Dan Morrissey
Professor Morrissey accepted an offer from 
the Journal of CorPoration law (University of 
Iowa School of Law) to publish his most recent 
law review article titled Piercing All the Veils. 
Professor Morrissey also published an op-ed 
piece in the national law Journal on the issue 
of backdating stock options for CEOs. Professor 
Morrissey’s article, Saving Legal Education, was 
recently published in volume 56 of the Journal of 
legal eduCation.

Professor Ann Murphy
Professor Murphy recently completed work 
updating the taxation section of the Family Law 
Washington State Bar Association Practice 
Manual. Professor Murphy also completed the 
annual update for the treatise tax PraCtiCe and 
ProCedure (LexisNexis). Professor Murphy is the 
co-author and the upkeep author of the eighteen-
chapter treatise.

Professor Rosanna Peterson
In March 2007 Professor Peterson was honored 
with the Smithmoore Myers Professionalism 
Award given by the Spokane County Bar 
Association. The award is determined by a merit 
selection committee that represents diverse 
populations of the legal community and is 
given to someone who is an effective advocate 
and also represents the highest standards of 
professionalism. 

On October 3, 2006, Professor Peterson 
participated in a panel discussion on the 
subject of Ethical Dilemmas for the Practicing 
Lawyer at a WSBA-sponsored CLE program in 
Spokane. The topic, Tools & Insight to Maximize 
Your Practice at Every Stage of your Career, 
was presented at the Washington Women 
Lawyers’ Annual Leadership Symposium held 
on November 17, in Seattle. Professor Peterson 
also participated on a panel at this event titled 
Leadership and Women in the Law: The Changing 
Profile of the 21st Century Attorney. On December 
8, Professor Peterson presented the topic 
Liability and Ethical Considerations for Using 
Interns at a Spokane County Bar Association 
CLE program in Spokane. And on January 19, 
Professor Peterson presented the topic Aristotle 
in the Courtroom, at the Gonzaga University 
School of Law Thomas More CLE program.

Professor Linda Rusch
Professor Rusch’s book, Secured Transactions, 
in the Thomson/West Black Letter Series was 
published in December 2006. With Professor 
Sepinuck, Professor Rusch has published a new 
casebook, Problems and materials on seCured 
transaCtions with Teacher’s Manual (Thomson/
West 2006). Additionally, Professor Rusch 
has published: hawkland’s uniform CommerCial 
Code series UCC Article 2 Volume, 2007 Annual 
Supplement; hawkland’s uniform CommerCial 
Code series UCC Article 7 Volume, 2007 Annual 
Supplement; hawkland’s uniform CommerCial 
Code series, Revised UCC Article 7, 2007 Annual 
Supplement. She has submitted for publication the 
following book with expected publication in March 
2007: Payment systems: Problems, materials and Cases 
(3d Edition 2007) (Thomson/West) (with teacher’s 
manual).               

Professor Rusch has agreed to serve as the liaison 
from the ABA Standing Committee on Publishing 
Oversight to the ABA Standing Committee on CLE. 
She also presented at the Eastern and Western 
Districts Bankruptcy Judges’ Conference in 
Mazama, Washington, on September 28 to 30, 

2006. In October 2006, Professor Rusch, as an ABA 
presidential appointee, attended the fall planning 
meeting of the Standing Committee on ABA-CLE, 
which was held in Chicago. Professor Rusch was 
the liaison from the ABA Standing Committee on 
Publishing Oversight. On October 15, she attended 
the Members Consultative Group Meeting in 
Philadelphia to consider the Preliminary Draft No. 
8 of the Restatement of Restitution. She returned 
to Philadelphia on November 11, to attend the fall 
meeting of the Permanent Editorial Board of the 
UCC. In December, she attended both the ABA 
Business Law Section officers’ meeting and the Ad 
Hoc Content Distribution meeting, in her capacity 
as chair of the ABA Business Law Section Council 
Committee on Member Services. In February 
2007, Professor Rusch attended the ABA Standing 
Committee on Publishing Oversight, the ABA 
Standing Committee on CLE, and the ABA Business 
Law Section Officers’ meetings in Miami, Florida, 
held in conjunction with the ABA Midyear Meeting.

Professor Rusch also recently completed her 
work as the Faculty Editor on the May, August, and 
November 2006 editions of The Business Lawyer. 

On December 5 Professor Rusch and Professor 
Sepinuck conducted an all-day CLE program 
entitled 2006 Commercial Law Developments at 
the Seattle office of the law firm Lane Powell. She 
attended the ABA Business Law Section January 
2007 Midwinter Leadership meeting in Charleston, 
South Carolina as a member of the Section Council 
and Chair of the Council Committee on Member 
Services.

Professor Stephen Sepinuck
Professor Sepinuck has stepped down as co-
director of the Institute for Law School Teaching 
in order to concentrate on a wide array of other 
professional development activities. Professor 
Sepinuck served as a co-director of the Institute 
from June 2004, to July 2006. In that role 
Professor Sepinuck helped plan the Institute’s 
operations, was primarily responsible for the 
Institute’s spring 2005 conference at Villanova, 
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and its summer 2006 conference at IIT Chicago-
Kent School of Law. Professor Sepinuck also 
contributed content to the Institute’s newsletter 
and presented workshops at conferences.

Last August,  Professor Sepinuck became 
chair of the ABA’s Uniform Commercial Code 
Committee. Additionally, he completed work on 
an updated report on Washington’s certificate 
of title act for an ABA compendium, and wrote 
an enactment guide for the state of Washington 
for the new Uniform Certificate of Title Act. 
In the fall, Professor Sepinuck also spoke at 
a conference of the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy 
Appellate Panel Judges in Santa Barbara, 
participated in a meeting of the Members 
Consultative Group for the ALI’s Restatement 
(Third) of Restitution, followed up on that 
meeting by submitting proposed revisions to 
the Restatement, and wrote two columns for 
the UCC Committee’s newsletter, one on recent 
commercial law developments and another 
spotlighting the worst UCC decisions of the year. 
More recently, Professor Sepinuck authored 
a report to the Executive Director of NCCUSL 
urging that the organization undertake a project 
to revise the Uniform Federal Lien Registration 
Act, to harmonize its filing rules with those of 
the Uniform Commercial Code. He also wrote 
another column highlighting some questionable 
UCC decisions. Professor Sepinuck, along with 
Professor Linda Rusch, has updated the book 
supplement and teacher’s manual for their 
course book on Secured Transactions, to take 
into account judicial developments since the 
last update.

On December 5, Professor Sepinuck conducted 
an all-day CLE program at the Seattle 
office of the law firm Lane Powell, entitled 
2006 Commercial Law Developments. And, 
on December 7, at the Financial Lawyers 
Conference in Los Angeles, Professor Sepinuck 
was one of three presenters for a program 
entitled Acquisition Finance: Current Issues 
Facing Commercial and Bankruptcy Lawyers 
Representing Lenders and Purchasers. On 
December 8, Stephen conducted a six-hour 

CLE program on The Basics of Secured 
Transactions, for the junior associates in the 
L.A. office of the law firm of Paul, Hastings, 
Janofsky & Walker.

Currently, Professor Sepinuck and Professor 
Rusch are authoring a new course book on 
bankruptcy. They expect to complete the 
manuscript this summer.

Professors Debra Stephens & Bryan 
Harnetiaux
Adjunct Professors Stephens and Harnetiaux 
recently published an article in the seattle 
university law review titled The Value of 
Government Tort Liability: Washington State’s 
Journey From Immunity to Accountability.

Professor Buck Sterling
Professor Sterling gave a presentation on 
the use of law library electronic resources at 
the Gonzaga Thomas More CLE program on 
January 19.

Professor Jim Celto-Vache
Professor Celto-Vache served as program chair, 
moderator, and presenter for a WSBA CLE in 
Spokane on October 3 titled Ethical Dilemmas for 
the Practicing Lawyer. Professor Celto-Vache 
also delivered the second annual Constitution 
Day lecture for Gonzaga University on September 
27. His talk was on the subject The Constitution: 
Is it Bent or Broken?

In October 2006, Professor Celto-Vache was a 
panelist for a presentation called Advising: Inside 
and Outside the Box, given to the Gonzaga Law 
School faculty by the Center for Teaching and 
Advising.

Professor Vickie Williams
Professor Williams’ latest article, 
Fluconomics—Preparing Our 
Hospitals for the Economic Impact 
of Pandemic Disease, recently 
appeared in Volume VII of the yale 
Journal of health law, PoliCy and ethiCs, 
a peer-reviewed journal. She also 
has been asked to present at the 
annual American Society of Law and 
Medicine’s Health Law Teachers’ 
Conference, which will take place at 
the Boston University School of Law 
in June 2007. Her presentation will 
focus on constitutional issues related 
to the “clawback” provision of the 
Medicare Part D prescription drug 
benefit.

Professor Williams has been selected 
to join the Steering Committee of 
Project Access Spokane. Project 
Access is an initiative of the Spokane 
County Medical Association that 
coordinates providing specialty 
health care services for uninsured 
persons in Spokane County.

Professor Lauren Winters
Professor Winters’s article Partners 
Without Power: Protecting Law Firm 
Partners From Discrimination, was 
republished in the fall 2006 edition 
of the defense law Journal. Professor 
Winters has also accepted an 
invitation to speak on the Fair Debt 
Collections Practices Act, at the 
December meeting of the National 
Business Institute.  

faculty scholarship

A Woman About Town
by Elizabeth Thweatt
Interim Director-Chastek Law Library

 She wears many hats. At the Chastek Library she is a 
library technician who maintains cataloging and holdings 
records, assists with sorting the library mail, tracks the 
receipt of continuing publications, keeps the library stacks 
in order, adjusts the compact shelving when an alarm 
sounds, and keeps the periodicals bound. She hires and 
trains student employees who assist her in the Technical 
Services department. She is generous with her students, 
always willing to allow other units in the library to borrow her 
students to help with special tasks.
 One of the really great things about Barb Goehner is how 
she accepts new assignments with a can-do, will-do attitude. 
Everyone would be pleased to have her on their team. The 
work she does goes far beyond her job description in the 
many contributions she makes to keep the library running 
smoothly.
 Her work at the library is only the beginning of Barb’s day 
each week. She stops at the gym for a workout on her way 
home. After preparing dinner for her family, Barb may well 
be off to join a Bible study group, drop in on a member of her 
extended family, or help a neighbor in need. On weekends 
she may be helping her husband string electrical wires, 
working on the family business inventory, or balancing 
the books as needed. One of her greatest enjoyments is 
supporting her beloved Gonzaga basketball team. Go ZAGS!
 With snow flakes falling and the ground still frozen, Barb 
is already thinking about spring, summer, and even fall. She 
is an avid gardener. Whether she is counting the heads of 
a sunflower, coaxing its growth, or guessing the weight of 
her giant pumpkin, she has her garden laid out in her mind. 
She has not yet planned what delicious baked creations she 
will be taking to the fair this year but you can count on her 
taking home many blue ribbons and maybe a red one or two. 
She has been known to take home that big purple medallion 
showing that she has achieved a best-of-the-fair item. But 
there is more. Each year Barb takes part of her vacation to be 
a security guard at the Spokane County Fair.
 “Where have I seen you before?” Barb is a woman 
about town and each time you see her she will be donning a 
different hat.  

life in the  
library
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 Janell Burke was presented with the 2006 
Professionalism Award for the First District 
of Idaho State Bar last November in Coeur 

d’Alene. Janell is a 
judicial law clerk for 
the District Court of the 
First Judicial District.

 
John M. Riley, III, a partner in 
the law firm of Witherspoon, 
Kelley, Davenport & Toole P. S.,  
was recently admitted to the 
American College of Real Estate Lawyers. Membership is 
limited to persons who have established expertise in real 
estate law, and is by invitation only. This is a prestigious 
accomplishment for Mr. Riley. The college recruits from the 
best real estate lawyers in the country and only those with 
a minimum of ten years’ experience in real estate law are 
eligible. Members must have demonstrated high standards 
of professional and ethical conduct, and contributed 
substantially to the improvement of real estate law and 
practice. Nationally the college has only 900 attorneys. Mr. 
Ned Barnes, another partner at Witherspoon Kelley became 
a member of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers in 
1983. This year Mr. Riley is also celebrating his tenth year in 
the Best Lawyers in America, published by Best Lawyers in 
America, 13th edition, 2007.

 Pat Kirby has been hired as a partner at Campbell, Bissell 
and Kirby. Mr. Kirby is a Navy veteran who also holds a 
degree in business economics from Marquette University. He 
practices labor and employment (management), employment 
benefits, commercial litigation, and insurance defense law.

 Stacy Bjordahl has been promoted to principal at 
Witherspoon, Kelley, Davenport and Toole. She practices in 
the areas of real estate, land use, and environmental and 
municipal law. Stacy also teaches zoning and land use at 
Gonzaga University School of Law.

 Managing partner Steven W. Seymour of 
Samuels Yoelin Kantor Seymour & Spinrad 
LLP, has announced that Edward L. “Ted” 
Simpson has been named partner at the 
Portland law firm. Mr. Simpson earned his 
J.D. with a business concentration from 
Gonzaga Law School and an LL.M. in taxation 
from the University of Washington School 
of Law. He joined Samuels Yoelin Kantor 

Seymour & Spinrad in 2001, after working two years at the 
accounting firm of Deloitte & Touche. Mr. Simpson is a member of 
the Oregon State Bar and the Washington State Bar Association.

1997
 Catherine Clark was selected to present on Principles 
of Boundary Law—from the Law of Adjoining Properties, at 
the “Best of CLE 2006: Encore of Excellence” given by the 
Washington State Bar Association in December 2006 in Seattle.
 Also presenting at the “Best of CLE 2006” was law alumni 
Evan Loeffler ‘94 whose presentation was Landlord Tenant 
Law—from the Practice Development Series: Building Your 
Real Estate Practice.”

1998
 In July of 2006, John Goller married Karen M. Meaney, 
Marquette University, B.A., 1999. John is a shareholder in the 
law firm of von Briesen & Roper s.c., in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

and Karen is assistant director of 
development for the Medical College of 
Wisconsin. They reside in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. In October 2006, John 
completed the Chicago Marathon.

 Jarrett T. Bostwick became a 
member of the firm of Handler, Thayer 
& Duggan, L.L.C. last November. Mr. 
Bostwick practices in the areas of 
advanced, philanthropy, and income 
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1980
 Houston Putnam Lowry and several friends dined with the 
Worshipful Company of Arbitrators and the Lord Mayor of the 
City of London, on January 31, 2007, at the Mansion House. 
Mr. Lowry was recently selected by the editors of Connecticut 
Magazine as a “Super Lawyer” in alternative dispute 
resolution, business litigation, and international law. 

 The Council for the Homeless in Vancouver, Washington, 
has named Mark Baum its new executive director. Mr. Baum 
is a Vancouver attorney who founded the law firm of Baum, 
Etengoff and Buckley. His practice focused on criminal 
defense, civil litigation, business, family, and real estate law.
 Mark is a graduate of the State University of New York at 
Buffalo, and Gonzaga University School of Law. Along with his 
private practice, Baum has worked with the Washington State 
Bar, the Clark County Superior Court, the Vancouver School 
District, and Share. He has also been an active member of the 
Voter Protection Project, the Center for Civic Education, and 
the Southern Poverty Law Center.
 Mark and his wife, Lynne, an occupational therapist with 
the Battle Ground School District, live in Brush Prairie.

class action

Left: Jarrett Bostwick

Left to right: Ric Client, Houston Putnam Lowry and Thomas Welsh

Left: Janelle Burke  
Below: John Riley

Catherine Cortez Masto – 
Attorney General of the State of Nevada
Catherine Cortez Masto (‘90) was elected Attorney General 
for the state of Nevada in November, 2006. She was sworn 
into office January 2, 2007.  Catherine is a 1990 graduate of the 
Gonzaga University School of Law .  She was admitted to the 

State Bar of Nevada in 1990.  Between 
June 1990 and August 1991, she served 
as a law clerk for Judge Michael J. 
Wendell in the Eighth Judicial District 
Court.  In November of 1991 she became 
an associate attorney in the Las Vegas 
law firm of Raliegh, Hunt & McGarry, P.C. 
where she remained until September, 
1995 practicing as a general civil litigator.  
In September 1995, Catherine was 

appointed to work in Governor Bob Miller’s administration.  In 
July 1998, Governor Miller appointed her to be his chief of staff.  
As chief of staff, she supervised and managed the governor’s 
office and the twenty-three members of the governor’s 
cabinet.  In January 2002, she was appointed assistant county 
manager for Clark County.  While assistant county manager, 
she created the Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative to 
build a better legal system for juveniles that would ensure 
youth accountability and the use of appropriate community-
based alternatives.  She also worked on the development and 
implementation of the Criminal Justice Advisory Counsel. 

Catherine Cortez Masto

Ted Simpson



tax planning, wealth transfer, and trusts and estates. He is also 
skilled in tax controversy and was named one of the “Top 100 
Attorneys in the U.S.” by Worth magazine. He was previously 
with the Wealth Planning & Philanthropy Group of Gardner, 
Carton & Douglas, LLP in Chicago, Illinois.

 Winston Cashett 
has hired Jesse Keene 
as an associate. Mr. 
Keene will handle 
construction litigation, 
arbitration, mediation, 
and claims work for 
the firm. Jesse earned 
a political science 
degree with honors 
from Washington State 
University, prior to 
attending law school. 
He interned at Winston 
Cashett for two years 
and is a former Notes/
Comments editor for 
the gonzaga law review.

 J. Michael Keyes 
was recently promoted 
to partner at K&L Gates, 
Spokane, where he 
practices intellectual 
property litigation. Mike 
is the current chair of the 
Washington State Bar 
Association’s intellectual 
property section, co-chair 
of the American Bar 
Association’s intellectual 
property section, co-

chair of the American Bar Association’s copyright litigation 
committee, and co-founder of the Spokane Bar Association’s 
IP section.
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1999
 Christopher G. Varallo was recently made a principal with 
Witherspoon, Kelley, Davenport & Toole, where he practices 

in the areas of banking, creditors’ rights, 
bankruptcy, and real property. He earned his 
undergraduate degree from Colorado State 
University in 1995, and his law degree cum 
laude from Gonzaga in 1999. Christopher 
was editor-in-chief of the gonzaga law 
review. Mr. Varallo is licensed to practice 
law in Washington, Idaho, and Oregon and 
is an adjunct faculty member at North Idaho 
College in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, where he 

teaches Legal Environment of Business. 

2000
 Jordan Altura is an associate in the Insurance Group in 
Gordon & Rees’s San Francisco office. He has experience in 
a range of civil litigation matters, including complex coverage 

actions, broker and agent disputes, and 
sophisticated contractual disputes. 
 Mr. Altura also has experience in the 
prosecution and defense of civil litigation 
involving business torts, labor and employment, 
and intellectual property matters. 
 Mr. Altura received his B.A. from the 
University of California, Santa Barbara. He 
then obtained his J.D., magna cum laude, from 

Gonzaga University School of Law, where he was an associate 
editor of the law review and a member of the National Moot 
Court team. At the National Moot Court competition, his team 
won first place for submitting the best brief in the Northwest 
region. Mr. Altura also received the Best Oralist award in the 
Gonzaga University School of Law Moot Court Competition. 
 Mr. Altura is a member of the State Bar of California and the 
Bar Association of San Francisco. 

2004
 Fonda Jovick was recently awarded the Pro Bono Award by 
the Idaho State Bar Association.  The pro bono award is named 
for the late IVLP Director Denise O’Donnell Day who worked 
tirelessly throughout her career to provide legal service to the 
poor and disadvantaged.  Attorneys who receive this award 
follow her example by providing freely of their professional 

abilities, time, and 
service to others.  
Fonda is with the firm 
of Paine, Hamblen, 
Coffin, Brooke and 
Miller, LLP, in Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho.

2005
 Jeff Biolchini has joined the firm of Ratcliffe Burke Harten & 
Elias, LLP in Providence, Rhode Island.

 Michael Meinert has joined the law firm of Clapp, Moroney, 
Bellagamba & Vucinich, in Pleasanton, California, as an 
associate attorney. He practices construction defect law and 
insurance defense. Michael married Juliet Schey (class of ’05) 
in May of 2006 in Dyersville, Iowa. The wedding was celebrated 
on the day after they were both sworn in to the California Bar 
Association. Juliet and Michael now reside in Dublin, California, 
and are expecting a baby boy this May.

 Niclas Dahlvang has had an article on maritime piracy 
published in the regent Journal of international law. He works 
as an analyst for the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of 
Political-Military Affairs, in Washington, D.C., and is a member 
of the District of Columbia bar. He lives in Virginia.

 Dana M. Herberholz has joined the firm of Hall, Farley, 
Oberrecht & Blanton, P.A. as an associate. He is a member 
of the intellectual property law, litigation, and young lawyers 
practice of the Idaho State Bar.

 Kyle M. Yearsley has joined the firm of 
Hall, Farley, Oberrecht & Blanton, P.A. as an 
associate. Prior to joining the firm, Kyle served 
as a law clerk to the Honorable Gregory M. 
Culet in the Third Judicial District of Idaho. He 
is a member of the business and corporate 
law, real property, and young lawyers sections 
of the Idaho State Bar. He and his wife had 
their first child, a son, in February of 2006.

 Weston Meyring was recently published in the Idaho State 
Bar Journal, “The Advocate.”  His article, On the Spirit of 
Liberty, spoke about justice and society.  Wes lives in Boise, 
Idaho, and is clerk to the Honorable Sergio A. Gutierrez of the 
Idaho Court of Appeals.  
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Joy B. McLean Receives  
Professionalism Award

 The Washington State Bar Association Professionalism 
Award was presented posthumously to Joy McLean at 
the Washington State Bar Association Awards dinner in 
September, 2006, in Seattle, WA.  This honor is awarded 
to a member of the WSBA who exemplifies the spirit of 
professionalism in the practice of law.  “Professionalism” 
is defined as the pursuit of a learned profession in the 
spirit of service to the public and in the sharing of values 
with other members of the profession.  
 Joy began her WSBA career in 1995 as disciplinary 
counsel in the Office of Disciplinary Counsel, and in 1998 
was promoted to senior disciplinary counsel.   She was 
appointed associate director for the ODC in 1999 and in 
2002 was named director.  
 Joy, along with Katherine Johnson, was tragically killed 
in a car accident near Missoula, Montana on March 4, 
2006.  Both Joy and Katherine were long-term members of 
the WSBA staff.  Joy’s award was accepted by her family.

Michael Meinert and Juliet Schey
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The Gonzaga University School of Law extends its deepest condolences to the families and friends of the following alumni and friends.

Lawrence C. Angell, J.D. 1944
passed away January 26, 2007

Lucille Angell, J.D. 1947
passed away December 19, 2006

Frank Devine, J.D. 1951
passed away November 2, 2005

Winifred Erickson
widow of Harvey Erickson, J.D. 1934
passed away October 24, 2006

in memoriam

Leonard D. Jungers, J.D. 1957
passed away March, 18, 2007

James G. Manza, J.D. 1967
passed away December 29, 2006

John W. Osborne, J.D. 1951
passed away December 4, 2006

Carl S. Pagac, J.D. 1998
passed away January 23, 2007

 Gonzaga University 
School of Law has 
established an endowed 
scholarship in memory 
of Ben McInturff.  This 
scholarship will honor 
Ben’s lifetime of work and 
dedication to the Spokane 
community and to Gonzaga 

Law School.  Ben passed away in May 2006, and is survived by 
Betty McInturff, his wife of more than twenty-six years.  
 After a short time in private practice, Ben became Spokane 
County District Judge in 1953, and proudly served in this 
capacity for nineteen years.  In 1972 he was elected to the 
Washington State Court of Appeals where he stayed until 
his retirement in 1988.  As a judge, Ben treated everyone 
with respect and dignity.  He was deeply committed to the 
ideals of public good and civic duty; and his life was full of 
accomplishments which reflected that passion.  Ben was 

involved in many community boards and groups, and in 1988 
he was elected president of the Washington State Legal 
Foundation. He was also instrumental in developing the first 
free legal aid programs in Spokane serving those without 
access to justice.  
 Ben’s legacy lives on today in the Ben and Betty McInturff 
Diversity and Public Service Scholarship at Gonzaga University 
School of Law.  In keeping with Gonzaga’s mission of service 
to others, this scholarship will support students committed to 
law careers in the public sector.  Please join us in celebrating 
Ben’s legacy with a financial contribution to this scholarship.

Ben and Betty McInturff Diversity/Public Service Scholarship
c/o Gonzaga Law School Foundation
PO Box 3528
Spokane, WA 99220-3528

www.gonzaga.edu/makeagift
(On line:enter amount, select “law school,” select specific fund)

Ben McInturff

August 17, 18 and 19, 2007
Gonzaga University School of Law

Alumni Reunion Weekend
Class of 

‘42, ‘47, ‘52, ‘57, ‘62, ‘67, ‘72, ‘77, ‘82, ‘87, ‘92, ‘97, ‘02

Questions?
Please contact Nancy Fike 
Office of Alumni Relations

509-323-3605

nfike@lawschool.gonzaga.edu
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