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Professor 
Rosanna 
Peterson 
Sworn in as 
Federal Judge 

 Gonzaga University School of Law Professor Rosanna 

Malouf Peterson has become the first female judge on 

the bench for the United States District Court for Eastern 

Washington. Peterson received unanimous confirmation from 

the U.S. Senate on Jan. 25, following her nomination in 

2009 by President Barack Obama.

 State Senator Patty Murray introduced Professor Peterson 

at the Senate Judiciary Confirmation hearing and stated, 

“Rosanna clearly meets the standards of fairness, even 

handedness and adherence to the law that we expect of our 

federal judges. Outside of her many professional credentials, 

I have been able to speak with her and I have been impressed 

by her professionalism and decency.”

 More than 40 judges and 200 friends and family members 

attended a public investiture in the Barbieri Courtroom of the 

law school on March 19.

Madsen 
Sworn in as 
State’s Chief 
Justice 
 

 Barbara A. Madsen, a 1977 Gonzaga University School 

of Law graduate, was sworn in as Chief Justice of the 

Washington State Supreme Court on Jan. 19. Madsen 

will serve a three-year term as the Court’s 55th chief justice.

 In her new role, Madsen serves as the court’s chief 

spokeswoman. Madsen presides over the high court’s public 

hearings and is administrative head of the state’s trial and 

appellate court systems. She also co-chairs the state’s 

Board of Judicial Administration, the policy-setting end of 

the state judiciary.



IN  NEWS

Judge John Schultheis Retires 
Gonzaga University Law School alum Judge John Schultheis, ’61, 

Spokane’s longest-serving active judge with 35 years on the bench, 

recently retired.

 To help celebrate and toast his service and retirement, 

more than 280 judges, attorneys, friends and family members 

gathered on Jan. 7 at The Davenport Hotel in Spokane in its 

Grand Pennington Ballroom. Retired Judge Phil Thompson was 

Master of Ceremonies for the celebratory evening.

 Schultheis started a career as a private attorney in 1962 

and was appointed to the Spokane County District Court in 1974. 

He won a seat on the Washington State Court of Appeals in 

1993 and remained there until his retirement.   

Gonzaga Law Honors
John and Nancy Clute

Faculty and friends gathered March 23 to honor John and Nancy Clute for their many years of service to the law school and unveiled 
the John and Nancy Clute Student Bar Association Suite.

IN  NEWS
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John Clute with London Pope, ’06
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Tibetan Monk Visits  
Gonzaga Law 
 Venerable Geshe Thupten Phelgye, a Tibetan monk 

representing the Dalia Lama in the Tibetan Parliament-in-

Exile, gave a brief history of Tibet, his personal story and 

the possibility of reinstating indigenous rights on March 17. 

Geshe Phelgye is a student of the Dalai Lama and the founder 

of The Universal Compassion Movement, which advocates 

world peace, vegetarianism and animal rights. In 2001, he was 

elected as a member of Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile and was 

re-elected in 2006 for a second term. 



  

Libraries have always played an important role in society, 

particularly as repositories of cultural information, history 

and tradition. Although Chastek Library is a small, specialized 

collection, it is part of a vibrant community dedicated to educating 

future lawyers. In this spirit, staff has created several informative 

and interesting exhibits focusing on different aspects of the law. 

Recent topics have included the 2008 presidential election, the life 

of Gonzaga alum and celebrated civil rights attorney Carl Maxey, 

the evolution of The Bluebook, and Women’s History Month. 

 The Carl Maxey exhibit, entitled Champion of Justice, 

recognized one of Washington State’s most well-respected 

civil rights attorneys and the 1993 recipient of the Gonzaga Law 

Medal. After graduating from Gonzaga School of Law in 1951, 

Maxey made a name for himself as an exceptional trial lawyer, 

a skilled counselor and a nationally recognized civil rights 

leader. Five U.S. presidents had appointed Maxey to chair the 

Washington State Advisory Committee to the United States Civil 

Rights Commission. The exhibit featured photos of Maxey from 

his days at Gonzaga, as well as archival material documenting his 

life and achievements.

 All law students and attorneys have struggled to learn and 

apply the sometimes convoluted citation rules of The Bluebook. 

Originally written by Erwin N. Griswold, (who served as Dean of 

Harvard Law School from 1946 to 1967) and published in 1926 by 

the Harvard Law Review for its own use, 

The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation, 

has undergone multiple revisions and is 

currently in its 19th edition. It began as a 

slim 26-page pamphlet, and is currently 415 

pages, while the number of citation rules 

has ballooned from 10 rules to 21 rules. 

life  
library

The display included many editions of The Bluebook and provided 

a visual history of the citation manual used (but not always 

embraced) by thousands of lawyers over the years.

 Our current exhibit, Women’s Votes, Women’s Voices, 

chronicles the women’s suffrage movement in the United States. 

In fact, 2010 marks the 90th anniversary of the 19th Amendment 

to the Constitution and the 100th anniversary of the amendment 

to Article 6 of the Washington State Constitution, making us the 

fifth state to grant women the right to vote. The display features 

a multimedia slideshow tracing the history of the movement from 

the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848 to Ratification Day in 1920. 

Washington’s suffrage movement was led by Spokane’s own 

May Arkwright Hutton, along with Emma Smith Devoe from 

Tacoma. The display also includes original campaign buttons 

and flyers, and a 19th century dress (adorned with a “Votes for 

Women” banner) that belonged to Indiana Tauge, the great-great-

grandmother of our Technical Services Librarian Cheryl Pritchard. 

 The hope is that these exhibits raise awareness of the law 

school’s rich history and its prominent graduates, as well as 

encourage discussion of current legal issues. The Chastek 

Library is fortunate to have creative amateur historians, archivists 

and curators on staff who work together to recognize and 

celebrate our legal heritage.   



 In March, after more than 35 years of service and dedication 
to University Legal Assistance, Clinic Office Manager Bonnie 
White ended her career at Gonzaga to discover what other 
thrills life has to offer.
 No words can adequately express the gratitude and 
appreciation the clinic faculty and the thousands of law 
students who have passed this way have for the sincere 
devotion Bonnie has given to her work, the clients and the 
program. Bonnie’s retirement is another event marking the 
transformation of the clinic.
 Another is the clinic’s record enrollment of 68 students this 
semester in its seven in-house clinical programs.
 Significant events include the recent ruling by the Federal 
Ninth Circuit in favor of our client on a challenge to Washington 
State’s felony disenfranchisement statute. This case is more 
than a decade in litigation and the State Attorney General has 
asked the Supreme Court for review.
 In September, the Consumer Law Clinic took seven students 
to Philadelphia to the annual National Association of Consumer 
Advocates Convention. Five days were spent making valuable 
contacts and attending conferences on current issues in 
consumer law litigation.
 Five students also traveled to Jacksonville, Fla., in early 
March for the annual Fair Debt Collection Practices Act 
Conference. Students learned valuable litigation strategies and 
other ways to assist clients who are subject to abusive debt 
collection practices.
 On Feb. 5, nationally known consumer class action lawyer 
Cary Flitter of Philadelphia visited Gonzaga Law School. He 
spent time consulting clinic students about current cases 
and conducted a CLE with students and local attorneys on 
consumer law issues and building a consumer law practice. 
Flitter’s time and expertise was donated to the law school.

 In other news, under the supervision of Gail Hammer, 
a permanent protection order was finally granted for a client 
after 10 long years. The court’s reluctance to issue a permanent 
injunction was finally overcome by oral argument from 
Andy Smith.
 Terrence Sawyer has joined forces with the Unemployment 
Law Project by taking referrals for clients with pending cases. 
His students are all able to appear in contested Administrative 
Law cases.
 The Environmental Clinic, Indian Law, Tax and Business 
Law clinics are engaged in dynamic and beneficial work 
throughout the community. Each is engaged in expanding 
outreach while developing contacts and sources to enhance 
the overall program.
 The clinic never has had as many wide-ranging experiences 
to offer students. Life in the clinic continues to be an exciting 
and gratifying place to learn and teach.   
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CLINIC NEWS

Indian Law Caucus Lecture – October 2009



thomas More 

 First, take a look at the Thomas More Scholarship Program 

Web site at www.law.gonzaga.edu/TM. In addition to the 

biographies of current scholars, this site explains the benefits 

and requirements of the scholarship program, and includes 

an online application. I plan to add an alumni news page 

and would like updates from graduates. Please send me or 

Program Coordinator Pam Pschirrer any updates of full-time 

public service work or news related to honors or awards. 

 Second, Thomas More scholars last year undertook to 

rewrite the program requirements. The most significant shift 

was to increase the expectations for post-graduation work. 

After considering the post-graduation guidelines of similar 

public service scholarship programs, our students changed 

the rules to include that 2011 and later graduates are expected 

to perform at least three years of full-time public service work 

within the first five years after graduation. The prior guidelines 

stated that Thomas More graduates were expected to 

complete 500 hours of pro bono or public service work within 

EXPECTATIONS
RAISED

I welcome this opportunity to highlight some of the 

Thomas More Scholarship Program developments that 

have been in the works for the past two years. The first 

development is that I am now program director. Professor 

Mary Pat Treuthart and I co-directed the program last year, 

by way of a transition for my solo directorship beginning this 

year. Other significant changes include rewriting program 

requirements, revamping the Web site and initiating the 

Street Law Project.
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By Professor Megan J. Ballard
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the first five years after graduation. Additional updates to 

the rules allow Thomas More scholars to tailor their requisite 

curricular and extracurricular activities to better meet their 

career goals. 

 Finally, Thomas More scholars decided last year to focus 

the program’s community service commitment on establishing 

a Street Law Project. They instigated a partnership with 

Rogers High School in Spokane, recruited law students to 

teach classes at Rogers, and created a curriculum and lesson 

plans for these classes. Rogers was selected for a variety of 

reasons, mainly because it has a large population of at-risk 

youth as demonstrated by its relatively high dropout rate and 

location in one of the most economically depressed urban 

areas in the region. This effort furthers the law school’s 

mission of “educating the whole person to serve the public 

good, to engage in dialogue with all cultures and religious or 

ethical traditions, and to pursue justice.” And it is in keeping 

with the service-oriented goals of the Thomas More Program.

 At the beginning of the academic year, Thomas More 

leaders recruited and trained 27 law students to teach in 

Rogers’ classrooms. These volunteer student teachers instruct 

11 different American Studies classes one day a month on 

topics such as search and seizure, discrimination and freedom 

of speech. This project is scheduled to continue during the 

next academic year and is designed to continue indefinitely. 

With Street Law, the Thomas More Program continues the 

tradition of Thomas More scholars who established Mission 

Possible and other public service projects at Gonzaga that 

have burgeoned into lasting public service institutions.

 At the same time these changes have been developing, 

a number of tried and true program features remain 

untouched. We still meet monthly at faculty homes for potluck 

dinners, and Pam Pschirrer still keeps all of us in order as 

the program coordinator.  



Gonzaga Law School swept the field in the 2010 Mugel Tax Moot Court Competition. The Mugel competition is the oldest and largest 

tax law moot court competition in the country. This year’s team members Ryan Armentrout, Tyson Dobbs, Jason Gray, Kristal McCollum, 

Laura Miller and Colin Willenbrock traveled to Buffalo, N.Y., and returned with the following honors:

First Place Team (overall) – Ryan Armentrout and Tyson Dobbs

Second Place Team (overall) – Kristal McCollum and Colin Willenbrock

Third Place Team (overall) – Jason Gray and Laura Miller (tied with Quinnipiac School of Law)

Best Oralist (overall) – Colin Willenbrock

Best Brief (overall) – Ryan Armentrout and Tyson Dobbs

Third Best Brief (overall) – Jason Gray and Laura Miller

The team was coached by Professor Ann Murphy and adjunct faculty member Chris Crago.
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SUMMATIONS 

Chris Crago, Tyson Dobbs, Ryan Armentrout, Colin Willenbrock, 
Kristal McCollum, Jason Gray and Laura Miller

Mugel Tax Team – final round (Kristal McCollum argues case)

Mugel Tax Team 
TRIUMPHS IN BUFFALO 



 Gonzaga Law School hosted the fall business meeting of 

the American Bar Association Presidential Advisory Council 

on Diversity in the Profession Oct. 8-10, 2009. The visit by the 

Advisory Council on Diversity (ACD) was incorporated into the 

law school’s Building Bridges Week. Building Bridges activities 

are dedicated to discussion and education of the many facets 

of diversity within the law and the legal profession. 

 One highlight during the week was Oct. 9 when Gonzaga 

Law hosted 75 high school students who were participating 

in the “Color of Justice” law day. Washington State Supreme 

Court Justice Debra Stephens welcomed the group, and 

Federal District Court Judge Richard Jones, Washington State 

Supreme Court Susan Owens, Washington State Appeals Court 

Judge Ken Kato (retired) and Spokane County Superior Court 

Judge Linda Tompkins also participated in the day’s activities. 
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American Bar Association 
DIVERSITY 
COUNCIL
VISITS
GU LAW 

Catherine Yarnes, Melissa Bohm, Darryl Coleman, Kimberly Williams and Cheryln Walden
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SUMMATIONS 

Emily Yates
RECEIVES 
PUBLIC 
SERVICE 
AWARD

 Emily Yates, a second-year law student and Thomas 

More Scholar at Gonzaga Law School, recently received 

a Lifesaver Award from the Volunteer Lawyers Program in 

Tucson, Ariz. United States Supreme Court Associate Justice 

Stephen Breyer was keynote speaker at the awards banquet 

and presented Emily with her award. The Volunteer Lawyers 

Program of Southern Arizona Legal Aid (VLP) matches pro 

bono attorneys with low-income clients in need of civil legal 

assistance. Every year, the 1,200 attorneys and law students 

who volunteer through the VLP give the generous gift of 

time, service and expertise to thousands of Arizonans who 

otherwise would not have access to justice. The Lifesaver 

Award honors the individuals who “rescue” VLP clients most 

often throughout the year.

 Yates, originally from Spokane, studied sociology at Beloit 

College in Wisconsin. She said she made her decision to 

attend Gonzaga Law School based on its “reputation of 

supporting public interest law and its support of working with 

underserved and underrepresented populations.”

 Yates says that her time at law school has emphasized how 

learning never stops. Upon graduation she hopes to continue 

her public interest work, specializing in domestic relations law.

 Yates was able to spend the summer working at the VLP 

thanks to a grant she received from the Gonzaga Public 

Interest Law Program (GPILP). She was one of five students 

who received a grant for the summer of 2009, and it enabled 

her to serve full time as a VLP volunteer. The GPILP raises 

money throughout the school year to fund grants for students 

committed to working for public service organizations. These 

grants provide Gonzaga law students with meaningful work 

experience and help Gonzaga Law School fulfill its public 

service mission.

Emily Yates and Justice Stephen Breyer


