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Gonzaga presence in Boise includes more than basketball
By Gene Fadness
Editor
If you’re a Gonzaga basketball fan
living in the Treasure Valley, the thirdbest news you could hear is that your
team is going to be playing in Boise.
The second-best news: You’ve
scored tickets.
The best news: Gonzaga wins both
games.
At Taco Bell Arena on the Boise
State campus, the Bulldogs (better
known as the “Zags”) knocked off
North Carolina-Greensboro 68-64 and
then Big Ten power Ohio State, 90-84.
Taco Bell arena got loud during
the win over Ohio State, said Brian
Connolly, a Bishop Kelly High School
graduate and co-president of the Boise
Alumni Chapter for Gonzaga.
“The Boise fans were definitely
pulling for us in that one,” said Connolly, not to mention the considerable
contingent of Gonzaga diehards who
made their way to Boise from Spokane, home of the Jesuit university.
Meghan Sterling, another Gonzaga
alum who lives in Boise, was able to
get tickets to both games because her
former roommate, Geraldine Lewis
from Sandpoint, is a season ticketholder.
“I haven’t been to a game since I
was a student,” Sterling said. “It was
a ton of fun. The energy was amazing,
especially at the second game. I can
understand how going to the games
can be addictive. It was just so energetic and great to be part of a giant
Gonzaga community.”
The Zags didn’t have the same
volume of support during the first
game, with many fans carrying on the
NCAA tradition of cheering on the
underdog – in this case, North Carolina-Greensboro. Gonzaga is no longer

considered an underdog, no matter
where it plays, after many appearances
in the tournament and last year’s run
to the national title game before losing to the North Carolina Tar Heels.
(The consensus favorite underdogs
for the entire tournament came from
another Jesuit school, the University
of Loyola-Chicago Ramblers. You add
to your sentimental favorite aura when
you have a 98-year old nun as a team
chaplain. “We need a Sister Jean of
our own,” Connolly says).
Gonzaga did make it to the Sweet
16 before losing to Florida State in
Los Angeles. If you’re going to lose,
Zag fans here say, do it away from
Boise.
Gonzaga’s presence in the Treasure
Valley extends beyond basketball.
There are more than 1,000 alumni
here and another thousand Gonzaga
parents. According to the alumni association, Boise is a great place for Zags
to work. Top Boise employers of Gonzaga graduates are Hewlett-Packard,
Micron Technology, the Boise School
District, POWER Engineers and Idaho
Power Company.
The Boise chapter, following its
school’s Jesuit social mission, sponsors an annual event packing food at
the Idaho Community Food Bank.
They also conduct a bike ride to raise
money for scholarships for potential
Gonzaga students.
Gonzaga alums also act as mentors
to some of the 153 Gonzaga students
who come from the Treasure Valley,
80 of those undergraduate students.
The Gonzaga Alumni Mentor Program
(GAMP) involves 101 mentees and 72
mentors in the Boise area.
Connolly, a 2009 Gonzaga graduate, who, along with Daniel Ellis,
revived the Boise Alumni Chapter af-

Above left, Meghan Sterling, of Boise, with Gonzaga mascot, “Spike,”
and Geraldine Lewis of
Sandpoint. (Photo courtesy
of Meghan Sterling.) Below,
Boise Gonzaga alums Liz
Ryan, Deni Hawkins, Amelia Tiedeman and Casey
Ames, were thrilled when
they found out that Gonzaga’s first round games
would be in Boise. (Photo
courtesy of Gonzaga Alumni
Association.)

ter some years of inactivity, wouldn’t
mind seeing some Gonzaga vs. Boise
State match-ups. The possibility of
that happening at least twice yearly
surfaced last month when rumors
circulated that Gonzaga might join
the Mountain West Conference in
which Boise State competes. That’s
been put off, but Connolly thinks it’s
only a matter of time before Gonzaga,
seeking better opponents, bolts to the

Mountain West or another conference.
“The only question is when it will
happen,” Connolly said.
If Gonzaga does make the move
and plays the Broncos there is no
question, however, as to whom he’ll
be cheering for.
To learn more about the Boise
Chapter of the Gonzaga Alumni Association, go to www.zagsonline.org and
then go to “Join Your Chapter.”

Pocatello basketball tournament: March Madness-Catholic style
March Madness is not limited to the
NCAA. Among passionate Catholic
basketball fans in Idaho, February
might belong to the legendary Sacred
Heart Hallissey Tournament in Boise,
but Pocatello’s Holy Spirit Catholic
Tournament owns March.
Since basketball is a game of
numbers, here’s a look at the Holy
Spirit Basketball Tournament by the
numbers:

29. Years that the Catholic
schools’ basketball tournament has
been hosted in Pocatello.
54. Total teams. When the tournament started there were 8. This year’s
field included 23 teams of 5th- and
6th-grade boys, 17 teams of 5th- and
6th-grade girls, eight 4th-grade boys’
teams and six 4th-grade girls’ teams.
29. Teams from the Greater Salt
Lake area from Ogden south to Draper. 22 teams were from the Treasure
Valley and three teams represented
the host school, Holy Spirit Catholic
School in Pocatello.
134. Total games played. 82 “reg-

ular season” games that determined
the ranking for 52 “playoff” games.

6. Games being played at the same
time during 20 hours of tournament
action and then 5 additional hours of
championship games.

“When you see
a kid crying, it just
shows how much they
108. Coaches (not counting par- care. It shows they
ents “coaching” from the sideline).
have passion for what
they are doing. If they
134. Total prayers recited before try to carry that pasthe games.
sion with them in life,
they are going to do
2,000-plus. Volunteer hours,
well,” Richmond said.
with volunteers ranging from 5 years
For Maria Smith,
to 75 years old.
the highlight is the
Mass that takes
200. Team photos purchased.
place on Saturday
afternoon. “To see all
800. Clothing items bought (tthose kids on the floor
shirts, sweatshirts, sweat pants and car and all the parents and
decals).
families in the bleachers is really moving,”
3,000. Total fans attending the
Smith said.
game.

600-plus. Total players.

1. Mass held at Reed Gym on the

ISU Campus celebrated by Father
Roger LaChance with players seated
on the floor and parents, family members and fans in the bleachers.
CHRIS RICHMOND, Jon Smith,
Maria Smith and Greg McReynolds
were instrumental in making this
year’s tournament a success.
Richmond, who operated the Facebook page for the tournament with
constant score updates, told the [ital]
Idaho State Journal that fans should
not underestimate how important this
tournament is to the players.

Top photo, senior boys’
winner, St. Mark’s Boise. Below, senior girls’
champ, Sacred Heart,
Boise. (Photos courtesy
of Greg McReynolds)
Junior Girls - Champion, St. John the Baptist, Salt Lake; 2nd Place, St. Vincent de Paul, Salt Lake;
3rd place, St. Ambrose, Salt Lake; and Sportsmanship Award, St. Mary’s, Boise.
Junior Boys - Champion, St. John the Baptist; 2nd Place, St. Ambrose; 3rd Place, St. Mary’s Boise;
and Sportsmanship Award, St. Paul’s, Nampa.
Senior Girls - Champion, Sacred Heart, Boise; 2nd Place, St. Ambrose 6th Grade; 3rd Place,
St. Vincent De Paul 6th Grade; Consolation, Madeleine Choir, Salt Lake City; and Sportsmanship
Award, Holy Spirit, Pocatello.
Senior Boys - Champion, St. Mark’s Boise 6th Grade; 2nd Place, St. Mary’s 6th Grade; 3rd Place, St.
Ann’s, Kearns, Utah; Consolation, St. Vincent De Paul 6th Grade; Sportsmanship Award, Sacred Heart

